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“Uncle  Sarahs  Forest  Rangers’’ 

Quartet,  Ranger* s Song 

Farmers  throughout  the  country  are  becoming  more  and  more 
interested  in  farm  forestry  as  an  additional  source  of 
income^  Christmas  trees  as  a side-line  crop  may  prove  to 
be  profitable  in  many  localities^  But  the  U,.  S^.  Forest 
Service  recommends  that  available  markets  and  other 
conditions  should  be  carefully  investigated  before  trees 
are  cut  for  sale,  as  the  trade  is  largely  unorganized  and 
unstableB  The  Forest  Service  says  that  large  numbers  of 
Christmas  trees  can  be  cut  without  detriment  to  the  forests 
if  the  trees  are  taken  as  thinnings  from  overcrowded  standso 
But  it  heartily  condemns  wasteful  and  destructive  cutting; 
and  it  condemns  the  practice  of  many  who  go  out  into  the 
country  and  get  their  Christmas  tree  by  stealing  it  from 
another’s  land^ 

Well,  here  we  go  again  to  the  Pine  Cone  National  Forests 
Ranger  Jim  Robbins  and  assistant  Ranger  Jerry  Q-uick  ^e 
in  the  Ranger  Station  office  getting  ready  for  a day^s  work 
in  the  forest  

(FADING  IN)  Are  you  all  set  to  go.  Jim? 

Doggone  it,,  I can’t  find  but  one  overshoe e Help  me  look 
for  it,  will  you? 
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, JERRY  g 

• JIMS 


’/?here'’d  you  find  the  one  you  have  on? 

Under  the  desk  here  But  I don't  see  the  other  one.^ 


PHONE  RINGS 
JIMS 


« 


I'll  get  it^  (RECEIVER  CLICKS)  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station  ^ 
Speaking““-V^ho?— Produce  Station?— -Oh,  sure  • What  can  I 
do  for  you?— Christmas  trees ‘?*““^’why,  no  I don't  Not  right 
off  hand.  There ®s  several  farmers  around  here  that  sell 
them..  But  most  of  ”em  ship  their  trees  to  the  Sast--=‘-YeSj 
if  I hear  of  any  I'll  let  you  knov/ — >That’s  all  righto 


*,  JERRYS 


JIMS 

JERRY? 

JIM? 

JERRY  g; 

• JIM; 

JERRY I 


Goodbye c 

There  ought  to  be  plenty  of  places  around  here  they  could 
get  Christmas  trees. 

They®  11  find  some,  once  they  start  looking  around®.  Did  you 
find  ray  overshoe? 

Nope®  I think  you®  re  getting  absent  minded,  Jlm.o 
It's  not  my  fault  the  overshoe's  lost..  Every  time  I put 
'em  down  somewhere  Bess  comes  along  and  moves  '-emo 
I don’t  blame  her.,  when  you  put  'em  In  the  middle  of  the 
flooro 

I don't  put  'em  in  the  middle  of  the  floor  — » not  unless 
I"m  in  a hurry  or  soinethingo 

Uhuh  Mary's  waiting  for  us®  She  said  she  could  get 
some  mistletoe  and  stuff  up  at  Lee  Goodhart's  place,  so  I 
told  her  we*d  take  her  with  uso 
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BESS; 

l^IARY; 

JIM; 


JERRY; 


BESS: 


JIM; 


BESS; 

JIM; 


* at;o  4 

Well 5 donH  stand  there  and  talk.  Help  me  looko 
%y  don^t  you  ask  Mrs,  Robbins  where  it  is? 

No,  I can  find ‘my  own  things..  I don't  have  to  bother 
Bess  about  "em« 

(FADING-  IN)  Aren't  you  two  ready  yet? 

• Jim  lost  his  overshoe^  %ry.. 

Again? 

No,  no,  I didnH  lose  it.  We'll  find  it  in  a minute  now. 
%y  don’t  you  ask  Mrs®  Robbins  to  find  it  for  you? 

There no  need  to  bother  Bess  about  it 

She®s  just  out  in  the  kitchen- 

No,  I 'll  find  it  — v/ell  go  ahead. 

(fading  A BIT  - CALLING)  Mrs  Robbins*  Can  you  come  in 
here? 

(OFF)  Coming,.  Mary.- 

(FADING  IN)  She '’11  find  it  for  you,  Mr.  Robbins^ 

I wouldnH  bother  her,  only  we  gptlH  stay  in  the  office 
all  day  to  look  for  sn  overshoe ^ 

Gee,  I^m  gettin'  warmed  up  with  all  these  heavy  duds  on 
(FADING  IN)  Well,  what's  the  trouble  now? 

I can®t  find  my  other  overshoe,  Bess-  V/here  did  you  put  ■ 
I mean,  do  you  know  where  I could  find  it? 

I°ll  get  it  for  youo 

No,  just  tell  raeo  I"ll  get  it., 
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• JIMo 
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•*  BESS? 

JERRY S 

• BESSg 

JERRY § 

BESSS 

JERRY? 

• JIMS 

PHONE  RINGS 
J'ERRYg 


It'll  be  easier  for  me  to  get  it  myself o Then  I won^t 
have  to  tell  you  where  it  is  more  than  once.^ 

Did  you  find  it? 

It  was  back  of  the  wastebasket,  beside  your  desk 
No  wonder  I couldn  t find  it  way  out  of  sight  like  thato 
Wellp  who  do  you  suppose  threw  it  t?iere? 

(CHUCKLES)  Haven’t  any  idea,  Bees 

Are  you  going  up  to  the  lumber  camp  today? 

Yes.,  V/e^re  stopping  by  Lee  Goodhart's  place  on  the  v/ay 
up.  V/anta  look  at  his  crop  of  Christmas  treeso 
I wish  you'd  find  one  for  us^  too  It  vjon®t  be  long  'till 
we'll  need  ito 

I'^ve  already  got  one  spotted,  Mrs..  Robbins  It‘s  a 
beautiful  little  sprucer, 

That's  lovely,  Jerry.  They're  so  pretty.- 
I ''11  get  it  whenever  you  say. 

Well,  I guess  I®m  all  set  nowo 

There's  the  phone  again®  It®s  my  turn  this  time,  dim® 
(RECEIVER  CLICKS)  Hello,  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station  — ^es, 
Andy  — Christmas  trees?  --  I see®  Well,  the  best  thing  I 
can  tell  you  v/ould  be  to  ask  some  of  these  farmers  around 
here  that  grow  'em  to  sell  — yeah®  You  Imow  most  of  “em 
don®t  you?  — » An  right,  Andy®  So  long® 
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JERRY 
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Poes  Andy  Goodman  want  to  buy  Christmas  trees  too? 

Says  he  wants  some  to  sell  at  the  storeo 

Welly  he  certainly  ought  to  be  able  to  find  someone  to 
get  them  from., 

I guess  he  will 

I don®t  know  about  tiiat,  Maybe  they're  aD.l  being  shipped 
back  east.-, 


H^YS 

JIMg 


Not  all  of  them« 

(CHUCKLING)  Welly  maybe  not  all  Mary. 


MRI^ 


snowshoes  in  the  pick-up? 
^es,  I didf 


JIMS 


Let's  get  started  then,. 


THEY  FADE  OUT  WITH  GOODBYES  TO  BESS 


MUSIC g INTERLUDE 


Did  you  put  your 


FADE  IN  MOTOR  RUNNING,  SLOW  TO  STOP  THROUGH  DIALOGUE 

(FADING  IN)  Well,  here's  the  first  stop.,  folks. 

ERRY.  It  looks  like  Lee  has  plenty  of  Christmas  trees  to  sell 


IvIARYS 
JERRY g 
MOTOR  HAS 
JIM? 


this  year. 

Is  he  going  to  fill  those  trucks  v/ith  Christmas  trees? 
Those  and  several  more^  I®  11  bet,, 

STOPPED  — CAR  DOOR  OPENS 

We  might  S.S  v/ell  get  out  right  he  re. 


JSRRYg 


You  want  to  take  it  slow  today ^ Mary.  Don't  let  Lee's  kids 
run  &\my  with  you.  It's  easy  to  get  yourself  e^diausted 
tramping  around  on  snov/shoes  when  you  aren’t  used  to  it. 
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JERRY a 
JIMS 

THEY  LAUGH 
MARYS 


I oan  manages  Jerry.  ,, 

Of  course  she  can. 

She®  a pretty  good  with  a pair  cf  webs. 

You  taught  her^  I suppose-. 

You  v/ant  me  to  be  back  here  at  about  four  o'clock  this 


JERRY 2 

riARY; 

JERRY.; 

I'^ARYg 

JERRY S 

IvIARYS 


afternoon? 

Yeahs  we’ll  come  by  and  pick  you  up.. 

I'll  be  here  then-? 

• Want ■ me  to  get  your  snowshoes? 

1*11  get  them.  You  go  aheao- 
Okay*  Take  care  of  yourself. 

(FADING)  Don’t  worry  about  me-  I'll  go  along  and  hunt 
up  the  boys.  Goodbyeo 


THEY  ilEPLY 

JIM:  Lgt’s  go  see  how  the^^’^re  coining  with  the  Christmas  trees 

FADE  IN  VOICES  TO  Bo  Go 

JERRYs  He's  got  a good  size  crew  on  the  job-. 


JIMS 

JERRY? 


JIM? 


I expect  he  wants  to  get  to  market  as  soon  as  he  can, 

I should  think  the  v/ay  they  have  to  bundle  up  those  trees 
and  load  ® em  into  trucks  and  then  ship  ’ em  by  freight  woul 
cut  down  the  profit s‘ plenty^ 

It  doeso  But  Lee  tells  me  he  gets  a good  price  back  easto 
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-JERRY; 


There  he  is  over  there- 


JIMo  Yeaho 

JERRY;  Did  you  tell  him  we®d  come  by? 

JIMg  ' Uh  huh^  I saw  him  in  town  yesterday 

LEE;  (^aCDLE  AGE,  LEVEL  HEADED,  ALERT  - FADING  IN)  Howdy.  Jim. 

Hello,  Jerry o 

THEY  REPLY 

JERRY;  How® s the  Christmas  tree  business,  Lee? 

LEE;  It  * s not  too  good,  Jerry- 

JERRY;  You‘ve  got  plenty  of  trees- 

JIMS  And  some  mighty  fine  looking  ones.-  too. 

LEE:  But  afraid  my  shipments  will  be  late© 

JIMS  Don't  you  have  a contract? 

LEE,  Not  exactly,  Jim?-  They  wonH  sign  up  for  anythingo  ^hey 

Just  agree  to  take  your  trees  a-s  longsa  there®  s a market 
for  *emo 

JSRRYs  But  you  get  good  prices  don't  you? 

LEE;  I got  a letter  yesterday,  after  I saw  you,  Jim,  and  they 

said  the  price  had  dropped  because  they  had  so  many  trees 
this  year« 

JIM;  H-m-mo  That‘s  too  bado  --  Anyway,  I^m  glad  to  see  you're 

careful  about  cutting,  and  not  stripping  your  woodso 

LEE"  I'll  sayo  If  I cut  'em  right,  I® 11  keep  having  young  trees 

coming  on  so  I can  sell  some  every  yearo  ^he  extra  cash 
comes  in  handy o 
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JERRY S 
JIM? 

LSSo 
JERRY? 
LEE  • 
VOICE? 
LEE* 

VOICE? 

JIMS 

LEE? 

JERRY I 


LEE? 

JIM? 

LEE? 

JIM’? 

LEES 

JIMg 

LEES 


Sure  it  does® 

Most  of  these  trees  look  about  eight  or  nine  yea,rs  old.- 
That  right? 

Ye.ahg  the  way  we’ve  been  tli lining  they  grow  pretty  fast* 
Here  comes  one  of  your  boys. 

G-uess  they® re  ready  to  pull  out* 

(FADING-  IN)  We  got  the  first  truck  loaded^  Boss© 

All  right  You  can  go  ahead  to  town  theno  Be  careful 
when  you  load  those  trees  into  th-  freight  caro 
(FADING-).  Sure  thing..  I'll  tell  the  boyso 
Have  you  got  a whole  car.  Lee? 

Only  a half  on  this  load,  Jim  But  I "11  hsA^e  plenty 
more  next  time* 

Well,,  one  thing  about  the  Christmas  tree  business?  If  you 
donH  sell  your  stock  this  year,  you  can  save  it  Hill 
next,, 

Unless  you^'^e  already  cut  what  you  have® 

Did  you  ever  try  selling  trees  around  here? 

Here?  In  V/inding  Creek? 

Yes  --  or,  maybe  in  Willow  Glen 

(LAUGHING)  You^'re  crazy.^  Jim,.  Who®d  buy  a Christinas  tree 
around  here? 

There  might  be  a lot  of  folks  that  v/ouldo 
Why,,  everybody  goes  out  and  gets  their  own.. 
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JIM. 

LEE? 

JIMS 
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JIMS 
JERRY? 
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They  might  be  glad  for  somebody  to  save  “em  the  trouble  <. 
And  besides  thatj  there  s plenty  of  farmers  around  here 
that® re  getting  sick  and  t.„red  of  having  people  come  out 
and  help  themselves  to  their  treeso  We're  trying  to 
discourage  the  idea  that  you  can  go  out  and  cut  a tree  any 
old  place*, 

Ma.ybe  so^  Jim,  but  there^d  be  darned  few  of  ’em  tirnt  would 
buy  a tree  around  here.  Nope.  Jiirij.  I 11  take  my  chances 
in  the  city,  where  I knov/  there’s  a market  for  'em 

I ^ess  we^d  better  get  along  to  the  lumber  camp., 
G-oing  up  to  Perkins'  camp? 

V/e've  got  to  scale  some  timber  he®s  cut,. 

We®  11  be  back  by  your  place  tonight*;. 

G-oodo  Why  donH  you  stay  for  supper? 

Thanks, V Leeo  But  we “11  only  be  here  long  enough  to  pick  up 
Mary  Halloway<,  She“s  going  out  with  your  kids  to  get  some 
Christmas  Greens  to  decorate  her  schoolroom^  you  knowp  and 
she  said  she“d  be  back  here  about  four  o'clock 
Wellj,  I®  11  see  you  later  then®  . 

(FADING)  You  bet,  ^eec  So  longo 
(FADING)  “Bye,  Lee. 

INTERLUDE 


FADE  IN  MOTOR  RUNNING 


r 


f 

r 


f 

r 


s 


11. 


JI?.U 

JERRY 

JIM; 

JERRY- 

JIM; 

JERRY 

JIM- 

JERRY 

JIM? 

JERRY  0 
JIM; 
JSRRYs 
JIM; 

JERRY; 

JIM; 

CAR  MOTOR 
JERRY; 

JIM; 

JSRR  • ; 
MOTOR  HAS 


(FADING  IN)  What  time  18  it.  Jei'ry?  • 

It®s  a quarter  after  four.  I hope  Mary  hasn't  been  waiting 

for  us  very  longo 

* 

Well,  we’re  only  fifteen  minutes  late, 

Onjry  fifteen?  But  siippose  Mary’s  been  waiting  all  that  time? 
I don't  think  she'd  mind  an  awful  loto  (CHUCKLES) 

I’ll  turn  in  the  drive  and  e.-  ‘^P  to  the  house o 

Yeso  I don't  think  she’d  be  waiting  in  the  cold  for  us. 

Look,  Jlro«  Lee's  trucks  full  of  Christmas  trees  are  here 

in  the  yardo 

Three  of  them^ 

And  loaded,  too... 

There  must  be  something  wr;:.;.y. 

Maybe  the.  freight  car  isn  t on  the  siding., 

Lee  told  me  yesterday  it  was  there  That's  what  he  was  in 
tovm  to  see  about,. 

I wonder  what  happened? 

Pull  over  by  the  house-  V/e*!!  go  in- 
SLOWS  THROUGH  DIALOGUE  Ai^^D  STOPS 

It'll  be  dark  before  long-  He  won  t be  able  to  do  any 
more  work  today. 

I don’t  see  anybody  working  at  allc. 

There's  something  screwy- about  it^. 

STOPPED  — GAR  IX) OR  OPENS 
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JlUur: 

LEE, 

JERRY 

LEE. 

JERRY- 

LEE 

JERRY.g 

JIM 

DOOR  CLOSES 

LEE 

JIM, 

LEE . 

JERRY. 

LEE, 

JERRY 

LEE,- 

JEPJ^YS 

LEE,. 

JERRY S 
LEE 


Come  on,  - There's  Lee  on  the  -porch, ^ 

(OFF)  Hey,^  Jim-,  Gome  on  in  t,he  house, 

All  right,  Lee<^ 

How  come  your  trucks  are  still  here? 

(FADING  IN)  I had  .bad  news  from  the  east  Jim  Come  in 
and  I ’^11  tell  you  about  it  " 

Has  hl&ry  been  -waiting  for  us  very  long? 

She  hasn't  got  here  Jerry, 

She  hasn  You  mean  ^ 

She -11  be  all  right,  son. 

Here,  Jim.  Read  this  telegram  (RATTLE  PAPER) 

(READING)  Cancel  order  all  Christmas  trees  STOP  Market 
flooded » Signed.  Walker  Produce  Company. 

They -re  the  outfit  I been  sell in'  to  all  along- 
Yo'^  mean  they  aren^'t  going  ‘lo  take  an.y  of  your  "trees? 

Not  a single  branch  of  -em 

But  they're  aJLl  cut  and  r eady  to  go^  aren  't  th.-'i? 

I had  the  first  truck  loaded  into  the  freight  oar  when  I 
got  the  telegram, 

Isn  t there  any  other  place  you  can  sell  them? 

■Not  that  I know  pfo 

Does  everybody  ship  their  trees  east? 

I guess  they  do,  from  wliat  that  telegram  says, 


1 


looks  to  me  like  selling  Christmas,  trees  is  a kind  of 
a speculative  proposition<, 

^t  ISo  But  this  is  the  first  time  I've  stood  to  lose  my 
whole  croj)  of  trees ^ 

KNOCK  ON  DOOR 

JERRY s That  must  be  Mary  and  the  boys. 

LES*  (FADING  A BIT)  im  see  if  it  is. 


DOOR  OPENS 

LliiilYs  (OFF)  I®in  awfully  sorry  I’m  late 

Come  on  in,  Mary« 

DOOR  CLOSES 


JERRY S 
MARYS 


JIM;. 

B/IARYS 

JIM. 

LEES 

JIMi. 

XjEE  I 

JIMS 


i^Iary,  are  you  all  right? 

(FADING  IN)  Of  course  we  are..  We've  had  a wonderful  day. 
But  I met  A)-idy  Goodmiun  down  : road  and  he  had  to  tell  me 
how  the  world  is  going  to  the  dogs  because  he  can^t  find 
anyone  to  sell  him  enou^."  C>u-istinas  trees  to  sell  at  his 
storeo 

He  ha8n°.{j  found  any  ye t ? 

That  s what  I g’athered  afttr  -die  first  ten.  minutes-! 

Lee,  there^s  your  chance  to  sell  your  Christmas  trees.* 

To  Andy  Good5nan? 

3ureo  «Vhy  not? 

Shucks,  Jim,  he  couldn't  o n one  truck  load® 

That  ”8  better  ths.n  selling  none  of  them^ 
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about  the  Produce  Company,  Jim? 

There '*8  another  sale.  The  Produce  company  in  Winding 

Creek  called  up  and  asked  if  I knew  where  they  could  buy 
some  Christmas  trees. 

Well,  they  coula::'  !:  use  more’n  a truck  load®  T^at’^s  only 
two  gone-  What  am  I gonna  do  with  the  rest? 

You  won'^t  sell  ‘ em  sitting  around  here  asking  me  ojuestionso 
G-et  out  and  let  people  know  you®ve  got  the  best  Christmas 
trees  in  the  c-.  "ntry  to  sell®  Make  a deal  v/ith  the  Citizen®  s 
Club  to  put  a big  tree  in  the  middle  of  the  tov/n  park.-  You'^tk 
got  trucks  to  work  with.  Why  don*t  you  canvass  the  other 
dealers  in  V/:,llow  Glenn?  You  might  even  take  orders  to 
deliver  tr<-es  to  people  s doors  - They^d  be  glad  to  get  a 
first  rats  Christmas  tree  without  the  trouble  of  going  out 
and  carrying  It  home,. 

{\yiTK  A SPARK  OF  ENTHUSIASM)  By  gosh,  Jim,  maybe  you're  rlgi.t, 
1^11  bet  you  can  sell  the  whole  lot  right  in  this  count y^ 

1^11  give  it  a try. 

That’s  talking  business-.  %iy  don  t you  go  see  Andy  right 
now? 

I "11  do  it,  J.;.m  Wait '^^11  I get  my  coat  pn^- 
Hurry  up,  before  he  goes  and  gets  his  trees  somewhere  else* 
That'S  a good  one  on  me>t  Sending  trees  a thousand  miles 
away  all  the  time  and  passing  up  a good  market  right  iJr  my 
own  front  yard: 
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MUSIC  ^ FINALjg 

MNOUImCEE  , Uncle  Sam®  s Forest  Rangers  comes  to  you  every  Friday  on 

iS  .1;  ■?»  . 

the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  through  the  courtesy  cf  .&e  National 
Broadcasting  Company,  with  the  cooperation  with  the 
United  States  Forest  Service^.  ' 
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